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BUSINESS Saou STATISTICS 


A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS 


Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $4.00 annually, this Supplement provides selected 





weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY 





SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS 


INDEX, 1935-39100 INDEX, 1935 


500 [ 7 , : r 
tly Weekly 


PRICES OF 420 INDUSTRIAL STOCKS 


(Wednesday close 





(956 


L wm ™, 


nf 














ee eee eS 
JFMAMJJASOND 





y 


HOUSANDS THOUSANDS 





1,200 [— iene 300 
PASSENGER CAR AND TRUCK PRODUCTION” | 

(United States plants) 

,000 250 

















* Monthly, lel! scale; weekly, right scale 


fee eat se aeew wy 1 Set aeons eee ees ee rere aiiiti tii fg ity 
1953 1955 1956 JFMAMJJASOND 


BILLION DOLLARS INDEX, 1947-49 
20 ei — =~ 120 


l SALES OF RETAIL STORES | FREIGHT CARLOADINGS * 


| seasonally adjusted seasonally adjusted 


+5 


00 


-Jota/ 
Nondurable Goods «~ 


10 |} 


Durable Goods » 


met 
. (tied, stedineed Pt 


HO COR, oore 


* Averoge per working doy 


j 
Oo STS ee ee i SUCCCESE SE SECECUU UU CRERELEREDUEEUEUEERUEEOEEEES 
1953 1954 1955 1953 1954 1955 1956 











2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS’ 








1955 1956 
1TEw . . 
Oct, 15 | Oct, 22 | Sept. 29 Oct, 6 | 
Commodity prices, wholesele 
AUF COMMOGIIOS sc cocccvccsccenccczecesscoveses 1947-49e100,, | ceesess 111.6 | coveess 115.2 
Farm products...... eudevestautedier heovaweiareeante Dissestl! weevese j *86.6 ioiiends 06.9 | 
Pas SPMNONE cc crsecddesdésesbeedosvecacedouses Biases 1 Meoeses *100,2 eonecess 104.1 
ROP WE bch ooneh esse benssdocserscvessvcceoesseete Bisco 4 svavecs *119,0 | oeeeees 122.9 
ZZ COMMODITVIOS Z/ecccccccossevccccsecceseereseoees a ar 69.5 69.5 91.8 git 
DATONENT SINFO MOIORs cscccocdcrsdevssecesvecorcscesee do.. 128 | 33 | 1d 127 | 
insured unemployment ,TOTE!., .ccccccccnccuccesceeuneceee thous... #70 661 969 940 
SH SPIFEUG, apcotacesedetcosrdebesstesosospesecess 40.44. 789 761 91 874 
finance 
Currency in CIFCUNOTION B/ oc cc ccccccceenceunee mil. of are oe WD , 552 © ,621 w*,114 30,767 
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/... eves 25,714 | 26, 169 25,694 25,593 
Member bank reserve balances B/.....ceccesecscenvencs ae | 18,728 | 19,119 18,961 16,9355 
Excess reserves, estimated 3/...... eprepeneacas eve. | 555 | 625 542 | 517 
federal Reserve reporting member benks in leading cities: 4/ | 
Demand deposits, eadjusted...... eenteveerenes mil, of dol, | 55,618 56,295 55,374 44,915 
Time deposits, except U, S$. Gover anon? TTTT covcccesGees 21,710 | 21,676 22,026 22,040 
Loans and investments (adjusted), totel.........66. do... | 86,102 | 85,542 85,677 65,655 
U, 5, Government obligations. ......+. eovascccooes do.. | %,282 | 51,419 26,096 25,979 
Commercial, industrial, and agr. jonne (gross)... “Sea | 25,114 75,082 29,724 29,849 
Reel-estate 10ONS (GOSS). cccccccccccceveeeevees 60.... 7,972 #,00t 6,810 6,794 
Failures, industrial end commercial... ..ccccccues ..fumber .. 2035 | 24 251 253 
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/...... percent... 3.3% 3.30 3.78 | 5.79 
Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stand.4 Poor's) 4/,,19%5-%=100., 1.2 305.5 535.0 357.1 
(adeste tts, 4B SPGENSs ccccvcvecsscccesses baveevssibases 5A5.8 349.4 4.9 43.9 | 
Production: | 
Bituminous COO! B/eseccccsaccees eeese thous, of short fons... | 1,655 1,629 1,752 1,735 
Electric power, by uti lif les... .ccccceceee Ml, of kw.-hr,, | 10,599 | 10,644 11, 365 11,342 
Pessenger cars and trucks (Ward's). ...cccceceecess .number .. 126,166 | 165,816 56,685 79,277 
Petroleum (crude) end condensate 3/...... «++ thous, of bbi., 6,714 6,755 7,044 7,022 
STOO! B/iccucccetceesscoeses pevescene thous, of short tons, - | 2,530 2, 6 2,502 2,506 
Paragent of capecly F/ nccccccccccccevccccascovcceese eee #96.5 #9 .9 101.6 101.8 
Freight cerloadings, tote! 6/...... eevesecees thous, of cars,. | 622 | 84 831 615 
MISCOIION@OUS...ecececeseeeeee hawepbedsscvenss pieusad eee a 408 | aie 403 I 
i | 








1/ Date do not always cover calender weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 5/ Delly average. 4/ Wednesday dota, 
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5/ Week beginning October 22, 1956: 


Production, 2,489 thous, short tons; operating rete, 101.1 percent. 6/ Date for 1956 adjusted to revised ciessificetion of class | rel iroeds. 


* Monthiy index for October 1955. # Not comparable with 1956 rates which ere besed on higher capacity. 


MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 














1955 1956 
iTEM 
August September June July 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Business incorporations: 
New Incorporations (48 States).....ccececscceeecsssfumber,, 10,963 11,024 11,952 11,515 
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE 
Construction c ntrects awarded, 57 States (Ff .W.Dodge Carp,): 
Total Projects. ..ccccccceccceunees eoeccccecesesces cM oe 64,144 57,675 62,249 56,715 
Total valu@tlon..ccecccecnscce eccccccccccccscoMll, OF Coles 1,895 2,05 2,198 2,149 
Bulliding, Tot@l..cccecsceacees ° ee TeTTTITyT GO..6. 1,517 1,442 1,620 1,605 
Highway concrete pavement contract ewer és: iy 
TORO a ccccccvececccesccecesceves seeneeses thous, of Sq, yd.. 9,346 5,798 7,679 4,795 
AlrpETUBecccccccccccssvceces PPTTTTITITITITT TL TYTTiT.. ttt) 268 4970 720 408 
| PPPPPTTTETITILIITITTL ILL eseEOcces 5,521 2,246 4,149 1,895 
Streets Od BII@YS...6.ccccececeens Sweseonnete ccsevilases 5,737 5,062 2,810 2,494 
Construction cost index: 
&. H. Boeckh end Associetes: 
Apartments, hotels, and office bul idings: | 
Brick ond COMCrete@.....ccccces «U. 5S. ovg. 1926-2%100., 266.7 267.8 276.0 279.6 | 
Brick O90 STOOL. ccc ccececceesenueeeueenenene cocceSOecee 262.6 265.6 273.7 275.35 | 
Or leh ONE WOOD, coccccccccceccsesecesescesecesces FO, ees 264.9 | 265.7 276, 1 276.7 | 
Commercie! and tactory bul tangs: | 
Brick and concrete. ....cscceeceues eeeeeee uéoocene dO... 274.6 275.7 286.6 267.8 | 
Brick and steelscccces evccveses TT TITTLITTT TTT TTT 40.... 272.4 273.5 283.5 286.7 | 
BOICK ONE WOO, . cece cecseeresereneeeneeeseeseeesWeees 263.2 264.0 274.6 275.2 
i MTTTTTITITITITITIIT LIL GO. ess 264.8 265.4 275.9 276.0 
Stee!l...... PTETTTTTTTT TTT PTTTTITITITTT TIT Os 257.8 2758.5 267.5 272.8 
Residences | 
ele Peer rere PTTTTITITIT TTT Ceecccesecooccece GO. .6s 265.6 266.5 276.8 277.2 
frame... PTETITITITITTT itt eecvcccsss 00... 259.6 260.5 270.4 270.6 
FINANCE 
Federal Government finance 
Receipts, total... cccsccuee erccccceccccccooccesc@ll. Of Gol,, 5,848 6, 180 pi2,574 5,927 
Receipts, net..... hata edbuddyeeeeseusenuacseves sOBscve 4,7%4 5,498 | pll,576 3,485 
CUSTOMS. ceceees TTTTTITIITTIT TTT LL TTTTITiT. 60.44. 55 57 p57 65 | 
income and employment fewes,.......6cceeeceeeeees cities 4,459 4,968 pil,256 2,001 
Miscellaneous internal revenue, .....cccccccceennee GO. cae 945 947 CC 6966 970 
50 GARE CRMDISRccccnvnnessccsvesedsedscouseessve 40.405 | 90 208 p294 | 292 





p/ Preliminary, |/ Dete for August 1955 and August 1956 ore for 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks. 


r/ Revised, 
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Sep tember 


9,563 


53, 757 
2,025 
1,540 


5,267 

695 
1,901 
2,661 


280.8 
276.7 
277.0 


268.9 
288.6 
275.9 
275.4 
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277.4 
270.5 


6,897 
6,216 
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MONTHLY 


iTeM 


FINANCE - Continued 


Feders!| Government finance - Continued 
Expenditures, totel.... sececcoscoctt, OF Gabco 
interest om public debt....... wriTTTiTiyT. ott 
Veterans’ services ond benefits... .cccccceceuceceesGOs.e, 
Mejor national securify........ coesceeDOseee 
All other expenditures... 0 eWOeees 

Life insurance (institute of Life Insurance): 
Assets, totel, el! U.S. life insurance compenies.....do.... 
Bonds (book valve), domestic and foreign, totel....do.... 
U. S. Government.... TrTTTITT TT TT 
State, county, municipel (U, S.)...... coveceeWecee 
Public UPINITY CU, Sid cccccccscccssecccsessssaesOOeene 
ROI ITORE (U. SodecccccccssccccccesccesccesessseeeDOsses 
industrial and miscellaneous (U, Si). .ccccececeeeGOecns 


eee eee enee 


eee eweeee 
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oe Pee ee eee ee ee eee ee ee 


Tee ee eee ee ee eee 


Stocks (000k valve), domestic and foreign, totel,..do.... 
Preterred (U. S.).. svcecccvceeeseBOseee 
Common (U, 5S. 

Mortgage ftoens, fotel.. 
Nonferm,..... 


PPTTTITITITITITITT iii iii 
TITTITITITITI TIT iti iit 


eer eesererescresesseesseseesssesssssWeess 


Ree! esate. ...scscaes PTITTTITICIVI TTT ttt Te 
Policy loans end premium NoeS....cccccececssescee+Weees 
COGN. weceeeces 
Other essets... 

Payments to policyholders and beneficiaries, estimated 
C50Ol  ccacccoccsocecseesscccoosceceososcctse OF Glee 
Deeth DOMOTITS. .. cc cccccccesceeneeecercscsseeseesssWrens 
Matured ONGOWMONTS. ..cccceccccrccssesesceeesesssensdOsees 
Disability peyments. ...cccccccecessacecewersesessesWsees 
Annuity peyments... 
SUPPONGOT VOIUOS. .cccccccceccceeeeeeceseseseseneeesDOrens 
Policy Givid@NdS....ccccsccsccccesesesscccseessseseWOsess 
Bonds, price (Standard end Poor's Corporation): 
Industriel, utility, and reiiroed (Ale issues): 
Composite (17 DOMGS)....6.6eeeeeeee+-001, por $100 bond... 


FOODSTUFFS 


Distilled spirits, consumption for beverage purposes 
thous, of wine gei.. 


see eeccererccccsosseseeeseseossesee ss Meese 


PTRTTTITITITITITIT TTT 


WITTTTTTITITITIL ITT TTT itt tt 


Grains, receipts, principel markets: 
COM. caees 
OOPS. ccccccceceseces eecceccoseces 
RVBscececcoeseces eccccccccccecese 
Wheat... .eeeee 

Livestock: 
Cattie end celves: 

Receipts, principal markets...........tThous, of animels,. 

Shipments, feeder, to 9 corn-bel? States... . 6.6664 +8Oeees 
Hogs: 

Receipts, principal markets, ....cccccescceccceeeeeeWOeces 
Sheep ond lambs: 

Receipts, principOl MOrhets...cccccccccnvcsecesesesDOeees 

Shipments, feeder, to 9 cornm-belt States... 2... eee Weees 


se eeseeessceseseseses «thous, of bu.. 
covcescccoccocseses eOOeens 
PPTTTTITITITTT TTT ttt. ttt 


WETTTTITIIT ITT TTT 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


irom ore (Leke Superior district): 
Consumption by furnmces......seeeeeeeethous, Of long tons,. 
Stocks, end Of MONTH, TOPE. ccsccccsscesscecesesesssWerees 
At FUTONCOS, cc cccsccccccccesedecccesscsseseccesesesseOsers 
fn toke Srie dorks... Yowee 
Pig iron, production... .ccccccccccccceethOus, Of short tons.. 
Stee! forgings (for sale): 
Orders, unfilled, ToTe@li..cccccceses eocees 
Shipments, TOTOl...cccccccceccesvcccccessesessseessessd0nees 
Drop and upset..... so0veeseoonecersesecesceeseoeséee eevee 
Berreis and drums, steel, heavy types: 
Orders, wntilled, end of month... .ccccccccces «ee thousends,. 
Shipments..... +0e80.5.- 
Stocks, end of month... erconccceccosescesE@eces 
Aluminum shipments: 

MII! products and pig end ingot (net)..........mil. of Ib., 
Mill products, totel.. 
Plate ard skeet... 
Castings........ orerececcees eoecesseseceseceseses 

Tin: 
Production, Pig, TOTAL, .csccescesees 
imports for consumption 
OF@.cscces 
BETS, PIGS, OTC ccccccccccccsccsccssscsccsssseseeseGOsess 
Consumption, Dig, TOPOL. .cccccesccccccesecsceressesesWeees 
Pr IMO Y. sc eceees a eer 


WITTTITITITITT TTT 


cosecseceessDeees 


Pee Pee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee) 


PTTTTTTITITITITITITITITT TTT TTT Tr 


eee eWOeees 


seeceseceees tong tons,, 


TYTTTITITITITTT TTT PTITTTITTT TT TTT Tt 


POPP Pee eee ee eee eee eee eee 


Exports, incl, reexports (mefel).......66. eecsscecsesGQeess 
Stocks, pig, end of month, ToPOl..cccccsscsees coee8cce 
Industry....e. sssened Jonceseesececvevecsveveseses soeBBesce 


r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary, j/ Totel for july and August 1956, 2/ Secondary plants onty, 
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355 

5,512 
946 
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16, 906 


28, 185 
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564 


7,5” 
45,406 
M459 

6, 

6,705 


552.4 
148.6 
110.4 


1,871 
2,032 
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BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 


110.5 


16,405 


16,899 
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7,194 
4% 2% 
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7,7 
6,4 
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16,760 














5,902 
567 
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95,992 
48, 665 
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2,206 
15,905 
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2,998 
1,724 
1,260 
31,897 
29,454 


2,727 
3,420 
1,064 
3,221 
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16, 784 


17,663 
22, 108 
2,780 
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1,403 
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1/6, 856 
40, 528 
53,475 

6.8% 
5,142 
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123.2 
69.1 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 
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August September June ] 
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METALS AND MANUFACTURES - Continved 


Furances, iadustriel, new orders, 
Electric processing..... of dol.. 
Fuel-tired (except tor hot rolling steel) +e eGOenes 


Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net 
mo, 8vg. Shipments, 1947-49=8100,, 


PULP, PAPER, AND PRINTING 
Wood pulp: 
Production: 

Totel, ell gredes,. ous. short tons,. 
Dissolving and special sipna..... eeeeeDOeees 
SulFOTO, .ccccsccece sevesGQoece 
Sulfite..... 

GFOUNDWOOD oc ceecerserees 

Detibreted or exploded, 

Soda, semichem, screenings, 
Stocks, end of month: 


Pulp millts.... 

Peper end board mills, 

Nonpeper mills...... 

All paper end board willis, production: 
Paper ond board, totel... 

POPOT on. cceees 
Paper boerd..... cose 
Wet-mechine boerd,.... 
Construction peper end board, 


TEXTILE PRODUCTS 


Men's apparel, cuttings: |/ 
Tailored garments: 
WR hatcackckoes anes 1,856 1,900 
Overcoets end topcoets, : e eee 564 605 
Trousers (seperete), dress end sport. P 5,088 5,640 
Work clothing: 
Dungerees and waistbend overalis, 452 455 
Shirts..... MO 400 
Cotton: I/ 
CONSUMPTION, ccc ccncceuecsseene 
Manufactures: 
Spindle activity (cotton system spindles): 
Active spindies, last working dey, totel....thousands., 20,738 720,804 
Consuming 100 percent Cofton....cccsccceccesesWOeees 19,136 19,245 
Spindie hours operated, aii tibers, totel..mil. of mr... 10,064 ri2,295 
Average per working dey 505 r492 
Consuming 100 percent CotTton.....cseceees 9,295 11,365 
Operetions as percent of capacity - 141.4 rim. 


717,015 875,738 


TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 


654, 532 539,777 54,997 


656 , 964 
69,924 78,501 | 78,404 


New peSssenger COrS.....66eseeens 
92,079 


New commercial cers... 




















vehicles, registrations: . 


r/ Revised, j/ Dete for September 1955 and June and September 1956 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks, 
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